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The WADP Numbering System (WNSI
by Stanley Max

I want to encourage anyone interested in
graphics philately, and philatelists in general,
to familiarize themselves with and regularly
use the WADP Numbering System (WNS), the
stamp-identification system estabtshed by
the Universal Postal Union (UPU) and the
World Association for the Development of Phi-
lately (WADP).

The UPU, headquartered in Bern, Switzer-
land, and now a specialized agency of the
United Nations, was established in 1874 by
international agreement to promote the free
movement of postal communications €rmong
member states. Its website is www.upu.int.

The UPU established the WADP tn 1997 to
represent "a11 the major stakeholders in the
philatelic industry" and to act "as a strategic
forum and central point of reference for the
exchange of any information on the numer-
ous aspects of the development of philately."
WADP members include the UPU itself: the
Federation Internationale de Philatelie
(International Federation of Philately, or FIP);
the International Federation of Stamp Deal-
ers Associations (IFSDA); the Association In-
ternationale des Editeurs de Catalogues de
Timbres-Poste, d'Albums, et de Publications
Philateliques (International Association of
Stamp Catalog Publishers, Albums, and
Philatelic Publications, or ASCAT); the Asso-
ciation Internationale des Journalistes Phi-
lateliques (International Association of Phila-
telic Journalists, or AIJP), and the Interna-
tional Confederation of the Printing and A1-
lied Industries (INTERGRAF), which is a trade
group representing the printing industry. The
WADP secretariat is located at the UPU head-
quarters in Bern. Both the UPU and the
WADP use French and English as their two
official languages.

The UPU and the WADP toinfly conceived
and developed the WADP Numbering Sys-
tem," or WNS, which they initiated on I
January 2OO2. Their aim was to create "a
database of all authentic postage stamps is-
sued by UPU member countries and territo-
ries on or after that date." They wanted the
WNS "to become the central point of reference

against which stamp issues can be verified,
supporting the legal philatelic market by en-
dorsing those [genuine] stamps." The URL for
t he  Eng l i sh - l anguage  s i t e  i s
www.wnsstamps.ch/enl. For the French-
language site, go to www.wnsstamps.ch/fr/.

As a byproduct of this laudable objective of
insuring the legitimacy and authenticity of
stamps, the WNS ends up providing other
valuable benefits to the philatelic community.
I do not believe that philatelists fully appreci-
ate the importance of the WNS, and that they
do not, therefore, avail themselves as much as
they could of this wonderful asset. Let us re-
view its worth.
. First, the WNS serves as an internationally

uniform tool to identify stamps of recent
issue-a valuable organizational device
even beyond the goal of combating fraudu-
lent stamps.

. Second, it is simple and straightforward to
understand: "The WNS number comprises
the ISO 3166 Alpha-2 country code (2 let-
ters), a serial number (3 figures), and the
year of issue (2 figures)." The WNS num-
ber, therefore, is always composed of eight
characters, including a dot. The stamp
numbered HK048.05 on the WNS website
exemplifies its numbering system, where

IHK stands for Hong Kong,
tO48 is the serial number, and
005 represents 2005 as the issue year.

. Third, the WNS website provides a clear
and concise description of individual
stamps, along with thumbnail, low-
resolution, and high-resolution images of
the stamp. On page 18 is pictured the en-
try for Hong Kong stamp, Scott 1150, tJle
second in a set of four commemorating the
"Great Inventions
of China."

The World Associa-
tion for the

Development of
Philately's $rADPl
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on its website
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Click the stamp image to display

the full resolution version

The HK$2.4O value from this four-value set, seen above on the WENS web site, honors Bi Sheng
and his invention of movable printing type about 1O4O C.E. Bi Sheng's feat is described 7n Meng Xl

Bl Tan (Dream Stream.Essaysf by Shen Kuo (1O31-1095 C.E.l, an eminent scientist of the Song
Dynasty 196o - L27 9 C.E. l.

This description of the stamp, its physical
aspects, its subject area, and its printing
history, along with the low-resolution image
of the stamp, are succinct, but entirely ade-
quate to identify and appreciate the stamp.
Clicking on the low-resolution image brings
up a high- or full-resolution image to your
monitor, which is quite adequate for most
publication purposes.

The final point is particularly important.
The WNS website contains several indexes
whereby the user can search for stamps in
various fields:

0WNS number,
tCountry or Post,
tDate of Issue (using the year and/or
month),
fPrimary Theme,
tOccasionally a Sub-theme, and
lSubject or Key Word.

One may list stamps in direct or reverse

chronological order. When the user finds a
stamp of interest using any one of these keys,
the result contains a thumbnail image. The
WNS website offers 48 primary themes, includ-
ing, for example, Literature, Press, and Com-
ics. If you click on that primary theme, fle
sub-themes appear: Calligraphy, Comics,
Newspapers & Journallsts, Printing, and
Writers. Further down the list of primary
themes comes Post & Philately with its sub-
themes of Philatelic B<hibitions, Stamps on
Stamps, and UPU Congress. In short, these
themes yield a categorized list of many broad
collecting topics. The user can also type in a
Subject or Key Word rather than selecting from
the categorized list. The word Philately, for
example, yields 8 pages of results.

One final point is worth mentioning. The
WNS site is completely free and instantly avail-
able to any computer with internet access.
To the Philatetst having whatever interest, the
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WNS website can yield a treasure trove of in-
formation and images. Since the WNS just
began in 2OO2, however, it applies only to
stamps issued since then, and only to those
countries that are part of the organizatton. If
you want information about a stamp issued
by Bulgaria or Uruguay, for example, the
WNS website will not help you. Even with
those caveats, since 2OO2 hundreds of beau-
tiful postage stamps have been issued, and
many stamps are therefore already available
for review. Moreover, since the UPU and the
WADP both strive to protect the legitimate
philatelic communit5r, I believe that it be-

hooves us as philatelists to make use of their
free and excellent product.

About the Author: Stanley Max, who has a master's
degree in library science and a doctorate in history, has
found quantitative studies a more suitable avenue as a
career, and for the last ten years he has served as a lec-
turer in mathematics and statistics at the University of
Southern Maine in Portland. He only recently became
interested in philately, and did so as a result of the In-
verted Jenny controversy that emerged during the No-
vember 2006 election. He is particularly interested in
promoting the metric system in the United States, and
was pleased to find that perforations are measured in
metric units (the number of perforations per 20 millime-
ters). Stanley maintains a philatelic website at http:l /
www. metricphilatelist. net.

A New Issue in Depth
Oldest Book Printed from Moveable Metal Type

South Korea issued two stamps on 9 De-
cember 2OO5 (Scott 22l3a-b) that are of var5r-
ing interest to graphics philately. Both depict
Korean cultural treasures that are included
on the United Nations Memory of the World
International Register. The Seungjeongwor,
or Royal Secretariat of the Joseon Dynasty,
was responsible for keeping Seungjeonguon
Ilgi, the Diaries of the Royal Secretariat, a de-
tailed record covering 288 years (12 March
1623 through 29 August 1910) of the daily
events and offrcial schedules of the court
from the Joseon D5rnasty's first king, Taejo,
to its 27t and last, Sunjong, making them
primary historic sources for the study of
modern times in the Far East. The Diaries
record not only important national events,
but also simple routines-the king's appoint-
ments, for example, and discussions he had
with scholars on the Confucian and other
Chinese classics, meetings with court func-
tionaries, administrative acts, and affairs in
the queen's inner palace. Through the vicissi-
tudes of time, especially fire and war, only
3,243 diaries are extant today. The Diaries
were designated National Treasure No. 303 in
April 1999 and registered as Memory of the
World in September 2OOL. Memory of the
World is UNESCO's program to preserve and
disseminate valuable archival holdings and
library collections worldwide.

The second stamp depicts the Baegunhwa-
sang Chorokbuljo Jikjisimchegojeol (Jikji, for

short), a two-volume book that an aged Bud-
dhist monk by the name of Baegunhwasang
wrote rn t372 to summarize tlre essentials of
Zen Buddhism. The monk's disciples, Seok-
chan and Daldam, under the auspices of Myo-
deok, a Buddhist nun, had the books printed
on a movable-type printing press at the
Heungdeoksa Temple in Cheongju City in
1377 , the first printing press of its kind known
in the world. Records indicate that Koreans
developed metal type in the 13tt'century. Since
such records are not backed up by any physi-
cal remains, however, Jikji is recognized as the
first extant book printed from movable metal
type in the world. The invention carries a great
deal of historic significance, as it preceded
Gutenberg's "42-Iine Bible" by 78 years. Pri-
macy is one thing, however, and impact is
something else again. The impact of Guten-
berg's independent inventions were obviously
greater then those in Korea, as they played a
significant role in ushering in the Renaissance
and religious reform by enabling mass print-
ing.

It's interesting to note that Jikji is not
housed in a Korean library. It had been in the
collection of Collin de Plancy, a charg d'affaires
with the French Embassy in Seoul in 1887,
during the reign of King Gojong. The book then
went into the hands of Henri Vever, a collector
of classics, and when he died in 1950. it was

Concluded on page 20


